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5518 Massachusetts Ave.
Bethesda, MD 20816
March 7, 1999

Commissioner Jane E. Henney
FDA ~ 88]
5600 Fisher’s Lane
Rockville 20857
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Dear Commissioner Henney:

I completely agree with the FDA’s decision to start irradiating certain foods. I agree with
you because I know how dangerous contaminated foods can be. The most compelling
reasons why I agree with the FDA’s decision to irradiate certain foods, areas follows.

First, it is widely accepted by consumers. In a survey prepared by the University of
California, seventy percent of people said that they would eat irradiated food. One of the
surveyed was celebrated chef Paul Prudhomme who agreed to eat and sell irradiated
meat.

Second, because investigation has shown that unirradiated meat killed four people and
poisoned 700, on the west coast. This occured in 1993, when about 700 unirradiated beef
hamburgers were sold by the “Jack In the Box” fast food chain. The beefburgers had the
E-coli bacteria in them said Health and Fitness magazine.

Third, and final reason, because in fact people are already buying more irradiated than
unirradiated food when they have a choice. Carrot Top Inc. a fresh food store has recently
noticed that twenty to one of their customers buy irradiated strawberries. Iowa State
University has done a survey on a similar matter and they got the same result.

I hope that the reasons stated above explain why I agree with the FDA’s decision to
allow some foods to be irradiated. My saying is “you’ve got one short life to live, don’t
shorten it. Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.

Slaven Sikirica
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